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the mystery of the world by peopling it with saving, noble and 
formidable enigmas . . . Men are more willing to be ignorant than 
to acknowledge the evidence that there is nothing to discover. We 
agree that the world shall be a cruel enigma ; we revolt at the thought 
that there is no enigma, and that things, in their indifference to 
morality, simply are" (pp. 520-21). 

There is probably much behind a book like this that French 
readers naturally understand, but which American readers need to 
have explained. The writer seems concerned about traditions from 
the French Revolution, which may lend themselves now perhaps, 
to the enterprise of another revolution, humanitarian, perhaps, in 
its phraseology, but contradicting in its effects all that the phraseol- 
ogy proclaims. No doubt men will always aspire to give their 
dreams the form of logic, but that aspiration is a form of conscience 
that men should cling to, for without it there could be no will to 
criticize and clarify. 

I should not, however, give the impression that the book is 
motivated chiefly by this consideration. Professional philosophy 
shows still so many examples of apologetic sophistry (pp. xi-xiii) 
that an examination of their technique is abundantly justified. 

M. Rougier promises to support many of his claims in a work 
to be devoted to the history of the real distinction between essence 
and existence from Aristotle to Suarez, which, to judge by the pages 
on medieval logic in the present work, should be of exceptional in- 
terest. 

Wendell T. Rush. 
Columbia Univebsitt. 

The Problem of the Nervous Child. Elida Evans. New York: 

Dodd, Mead and Co. 1920. Pp. 299. 

This book is written to aid parents and others in the management 
of "problem" children. The author speaks from the psychoanalytic 
point of view, making use especially of the concepts originating with 
the Zurich school of psychoanalytic thought. Such topics as the 
development of repression, symbolic thought, defense reactions, the 
parent complex, buried emotions, muscle erotism, the tyrant child, 
teaching of right and wrong, self and character are treated, quite 
largely by the method of illustrative cases. This leads, at times, to 
conspicuous lapses from good literary form, the material apparently 
being transcribed from case-histories without sufficient revision as 
to sentence structure. 

The educational psychologist who insists on verification, or at- 
tempted verification, by laboratory methods, would regard as mystic 
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rather than scientific such concepts as "the censor," "the lihido," 
"the sublimation of the libido," "buried emotions," "muscle 
erotism." Nevertheless, the general effect of the book upon parents 
who read it will tend to be what the author desired. It will aid them 
to understand children and to deal with them more wisely — espe- 
cially in the case of the child who is constitutionally ill-balanced. 

The work is recommended by Dr. C. G. Jung, in the introduction 
which he has written. 

Leta S. Hollingwobth. 

Columbia TJotvebsity. 
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SCIENTTA. January, 1921. The Present Position of Celestial 
Mechanics (pp. 1-12) : H. C. Plummer (Dublin). -A very general 
characterization of the workers in this field. The relativity theory 
will make no break in the continuity of development of this science. 
Les Lignes Spectrales et les Theories Modernes de la Physique (pp. 
13-22) : P. Zeeman (Amsterdam) .- After an historical review, con- 
cludes that Bohr's model of the atom is at present the best verified 
and most fertile of atomic hypotheses — but unfortunately is inter- 
nally self-contradictory. Le Finalisme de la Vie (pp. 23-40) : Filippo 
Bottazzi (Naples), with reply by Etjgenio Rignano (Milan). -The 
terms suggesting teleology are always vague and even verbal, and 
should be eliminated from physiology. The editor, in his well- 
worded reply, argues that life does involve new categories, and 
these call for new terms, which are perfectly capable of precise 
definition. The Geographical Factor in Balkan Questions (pp. 41- 
50) : Marion I. Newbigin (Edinburgh). -In the Balkans there are 
no natural frontiers of geography or race. To apply there an ab- 
stract principle of self-determination of peoples is to encourage 
interminable wrangling. Reviews. Leclerc du Sablon, L'Vnite de 
la Science: A. Michel. B. K. Sabkae, Hindu Achievements in 
Exact Sciences: Gino Lobia. P. Duhem, Le Systeme du Monde, 
vol. 5; H. Macpherson, Herschel; P. F. Alexander (compiler), The 
Discovery of America (1492-1584) : A. Mieli. A. C. Crehore, The 
Mystery of Matter and Energy; N. R. Campbell, La Theorie Elec- 
trique Moderne (translated from English by A. Corvisy) ; F. M. 
Jaeger, Lectures on the Principle of Symmetry and its Applications 
in all Natural Sciences: A. Boutabic. S. Young, Stoichiometry ; 
A. W. Stewart, Stereochemistry : B. L. Vanzetti. M. Arthus, La 
Physiologie: Filippo Bottazzi. F. M. Duncan, How Animals 
Work: E. S. Russell. H. F. Delgado, El Psicoanalisis ; A. Maeder, 



